
English 257/363: Writing and Culture 
Semester 1, 2013 

 
COURSE INFORMATION 

 
 
Class lecture times: Monday 4-6 pm. (Lecture theatre 260-051) 
 
Teaching Staff: 
Convenor:  Francisc Szekely. Arts 1, Room 654, extn. 87059 
  Email: fsze003@aucklanduni.ac.nz 
  Office time: Wednesday 11-12 or by appointment. 
 
Tutors: 
English 257:  Dominic Griffiths 

Email: dgri051@aucklanduni.ac.nz 
Office time: Wednesday 11-13 (Arts1, Room 304) 

 
English 363:  Francisc Szekely 
 
 
   
Course content: In this course you will explore approaches to culture from the 
perspectives of critical theory and cultural studies. The course has a special focus: it deals 
with issues of place, space, and territoriality, as reflected in a number of cultural practices. 
We will look together at ways in which culture interacts with our representations of space 
and spatiality, following, in most of the cases, lines of theory devised by Gilles Deleuze 
and Felix Guattari, to whose work we will refer repeatedly. The lectures are designed to 
take place in two-hour slots divided into an expository component concerned with the 
issue under scrutiny and a class discussion addressing various practical, as well as 
theoretical, aspects of writing. Note that the class has an important writing component to 
it, which will be reflected in all assignments and relevant activities. An important aspect 
to be kept in mind is that lectures and tutorials are only foundational. They will not provide 
exhaustive descriptions of the topics under scrutiny and will not presume that the 
students’ knowledge should be limited to what is being discussed in lectures/tutorials. 
Starting from the assertion that contemporary culture is participatory in nature, the 
course will encourage students to engage in collaborative projects undertaken through 
the most common forms of social media: blogs, tweets, and other forms of online 
interaction. 
Given the writing component, tutorials will take the form of workshops, in which you 
will develop writing skills relevant to academic, as well as non-academic environments. 
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Recommended Reading 
Constantin V. Boundas. The Deleuze Reader (New York: Columbia University 
Press, 1993)  

 
 
Delivery: This course is taught through lectures, tutorials, and online exercises. All 
components are compulsory. Lectures will discuss broad topics, while tutorials will be 
used as writing spaces, in which you will develop skills necessary for the completion of 
your assignments. The online exercises, an important component of this paper, will ask 
you to respond directly to course materials in ways which will be outlined in lectures and 
tutorials. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Turnitin details 
Your essays will have to be submitted to www.turnitin.com. For that, you need a class ID 
and a password. Make sure you are using the ID for your own class, as shown below. 
 

CLASS CLASS ID CLASS PASSWORD 
English 257 5996696 culture 
English 363 5996715 culture 
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ASSESSMENT INFORMATION 

 
Coursework represents 100% of the final grade. This paper has no final examination. 
ENGLISH 257 and ENGLISH 363 have the same assessment structure, with variations 
only in the amount of input required of students. 
 
25% One research assignment. 

Word limit 1,000. Details will be discussed in lectures and tutorials. 
 

25% One critical essay. 
Word limit: ENGLISH 257 – 1,000; ENGLISH 363 – 1,500. 

 
35% One in-class test based on lectures, discussions, and workshop activities. 

The test will consist of essay-type responses to TWO of the questions provided. 
The allocated time for the completion of the test is 50 minutes.  

 
10% Five blog exercises. 

You are expected to produce reviews of at least FIVE of the texts found in the 
course reader. These reviews will be 250-300 words in length and will reflect your 
understanding of the prescribed texts. They will be posted on the WRITING 
AND CULTURE blog, any time before the end of the semester. 

NB: Reviews to be posted at different times of your own choice. No two posts will be submitted 
on the same date! 

 
5% Portfolio representing workshop participation. 

You will receive grades for the work done in workshops, which you are expected 
to collect in a portfolio. You will only receive grades for workshop exercises that 
are dated and have your tutor’s signature on them. 
The portfolio is expected to be handed in during the LAST WORKSHOP of the 
semester, to the relevant tutor. 
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LECTURES TIMETABLE AND WEEKLY READING REQUIREMENTS 
 
Week 1 
March 4 Introduction 
   
Week 2 
March 11 Deterritorialisation/Reterritorialisation 
  Reading: Deleuze and Guattari,  fragment from A Thousand Plateaus 
Week 3 
March 18 Smooth vs. Striated - The regularization of space (with Linda George) 
  Reading: Chatwin, "The nomadic alternative” 
Week 4 
March 25 Street art - Walls as occupied spaces 
  Reading: Banksy, "Wall and Piece" 
 

EASTER BREAK: MARCH 29 - APRIL 2 (no lecture or tutorial this week) 
 
Week 5 
April 8  News, cataclysms, and the duty to aid 
  Reading: Zizek, "Are catastrophes virtual?" 

RESEARCH ESSAY DUE AT THE END OF THIS WEEK 
Week 6 
April 15 Animals: Domestication and the renegotiation of the human 
  Reading: Baudrillard, "The Animals: Territory and metamorphoses" 
   

MID-SEMESTER BREAK (April 22 – 27) 
Week 7 
April 29 The becoming-food 
  Reading: Korsmeyer, "Delightful, Delicious, Disgusting" 
Week 8 
May 6  Rhizomes in the digital age 
  Reading: Dean, "The death of blogging"  

In-class TEST during tutorials. 
Week 9 
May 13  Architecture and the academic space (SEAN STURM) 
  Reading: Lovink, "The Principle of Notworking" 
Week 10 
May 20  Settler colonialism and the space of the new home (STEPHEN 
TURNER) 
  Reading:  Hardy, "Natural Occupancy" 

ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY DUE AT THE END OF THIS 
WEEK 

Week 11 
May 27  Web 2.0 in the age of participatory culture 
  Reading: Ritzer and Jurgenson, “Production, Consumption, Prosumption” 
  WORKSHOP PORTFOLIO DUE IN TUTORIALS
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Sources for readings 
 

Banksy. Banksy: Wall and Piece (London: Century, 2005). 

Baudrillard, Jean. "The Animals: Territory and Metamorphoses" in Simulacra and 
Simulations, (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1994): Ch. 14. 

Chatwin, Bruce: "The Nomadic Alternative" in The Anatomy of Restlessness. Edited by Jan 
Borm and Matthew Graves (London: Picador, 1997): 73-106. 

Dean, Jodi. “The Death of Blogging” in Blog Theory. Feedback and Capture in the Circuits of 
Drive (Cambridge: Polity, 2010): 33-60. 

Deleuze, Gilles and Felix Guattari. A Thousand Plateaus. Capitalism and Schizophrenia. 
Translated by Brian Massumi (London: Continuum, 2008). 

Hardy, Lynda. “Natural Occupancy” in Suvendrini Perera (ed) Asian and Pacific Inscriptions 
(Melbourne: Meridian, 1995): 213-227. 

Korsmeyer, Carolyn. "Delightful, Delicious, Disgusting." The Journal of Aesthetics and Art 
Criticism (60.3, 2002): 217-225. 

Lovink, Geert. "The Principle of Notworking" Public lecture delivered on Feb. 24, 2005 
(Amsterdam: HVA Publicaties, 2005). 

Ritzer, George & Nathan Jurgenson. “Production, Consumption, Prosumption. The 
Nature of Capitalism in the Age of the Digital ‘Prosumer’.” Journal of Consumer Culture 
(10.1, 2010): 13-36. 

Zizek, Slavoj. "Are Catastrophes Virtual?" [video] 
http://archive.org/details/SlavojZizek-AreCatastrophesVirtual-2010.
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GENERIC INFORMATION 
 
Cecil and e-mail based course resources 
The University’s Cecil electronic course assistance website is the location for all 
electronic or Internet communication within the course. On the Cecil website for ENGL 
257/363 you will find electronic copies of the course syllabus, notices of all writing 
assignments, and any handouts from lectures or supplements to the course reader. All 
course announcements will be posted on the Cecil course website and directed to your 
University email address. It is your responsibility to read the Cecil course website and 
your University email account to keep current with the course. 
 
Please note the following University policy regarding ‘Student Communications Using 
Electronic Mail’: ‘As of Semester One 2009, the new Student Communications Using 
Electronic Mail Policy is operative. Your University student email address 
(NetID@aucklanduni.ac.nz) is officially one of the University’s primary means of 
communication with students. Official emails from CECIL to students (class 
announcements, and discussion messages) will be sent to your University student email 
address, not any other email address. Because students are no longer able to change their 
email addresses in CECIL, you need to ensure that any re-directs or forwards from your 
University student email address to your personal email address are up to date and 
correct in EC Mail. To provide greater convenience for participating in discussion using 
emails, you may nominate another email address specifically for discussion forums (in 
addition to their University student email address) for posting discussion message to 
Cecil. Contact the Cecil Help Desk or Arts IT for further details on redirecting messages 
sent to your University student to another email address.’ 
 
Required assignments, deadlines, and final grade 
To receive a final grade for the course, you must complete ALL assignments, 
whether assigned for completion in class or out of class. 
 
Please note, the English Department has recently adopted the following new late 
work/extension policy for all undergraduate courses: 
‘If you are unable to hand in your assignment by the due date, you must seek an 
extension via a face-to-face meeting with the tutor or lecturer concerned; an Extension 
Request Form, specifying the new submission date and signed by the staff member, or 
an email statement from your tutor granting the extension must be attached to the 
submitted essay. Extensions will only be granted for compelling reasons, such as illness, 
or other unforeseen emergencies, and a Doctor’s certificate (or equivalent) must be 
provided to the staff member concerned. An extension must be requested in advance of 
the due date for the assignment, unless there is a genuine cause preventing this, in which 
case the extension should be sought as soon as is practicable after the due date. 
Extensions will not be granted for reasons of time management, which is your 
responsibility. Any work handed in late without an extension will not be marked and will 
be awarded a “0”.’ 
 
Written English competence: 
ENGLISH 257/363 presumes you have an effective command of spoken and written 
English as a first or other language and that you have experience reading and writing in 
English at the essay level, not just the sentence or paragraph level. If this is not your level 
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of competence, please see the lecturer, about other University courses or programmes in 
writing and reading English better suited to help you improve your English literacy 
competence. Note: past students who received a DELNA diagnostic average score of 
Band 5.0 or 4.0 (listening, reading, writing) often  had difficulty completing this course 
successfully. 
 
Essay Format: 
You are expected, unless directed otherwise, to submit your course work writing in a 
standard academic format: 

o typed/word-processed 
o 12 pt easy-to-read font (e.g. Times New Roman, Garamond, Arial) 
o double spaced, 1” (or 2.5cm) margins (left, right, top, bottom) 
o indented or block paragraph format 
o numbered pages 
o name, course number, date at top right- or left-hand corner of page 1 
o useful title centered at top of page 1. 

 
Some writing for this course may be in other formats (including mixed media or digital 
texts). Your tutor will clarify with you how to submit those pieces of writing. 
 
We will devote time in lectures and workshops to discussing the various forms of 
referencing and citing in academic, professional, creative, and on-line writing. 
 
Submitting essays/writing: 
All essays and writing submitted for marking should be submitted first electronically to 
turnitin.com (see below) and then submitted by the deadline in hard copy with a 
completed ENGLISH 257/363 coversheet to the English Department submission box 
for Stage Two or Three essays, Reception area, ARTS 1--Level 3. Note that you will have 
to generate your own cover sheet. Instructions on how to do so are to be found on 
CECIL. 
 
What is Turnitin.com? 
Turnitin.com is an electronic plagiarism detection service used by many universities 
world-wide. When a student’s assignment is uploaded electronically into the system, it is 
matched against millions of Internet pages, databases and a constantly increasing 
database of all previously and concurrently submitted assignments. Course instructors 
receive a report from Turnitin that can be used to help determine whether a student’s 
submitted work is their own or plagiarised, and if plagiarised, to what extent. 
 
Using Turnitin.com: 
Turnitin.com is an on-line resource (Internet connection required) and can be accessed 
from any location, on- or off-campus. 
 
There are many computer labs around the University from which you can access the 
Internet using your Net ID (UPI) and Net password. It should take you less than five 
minutes to upload a Word or RTF file of your assignment and submit it to Turnitin.com. 
At the beginning of the semester, you will be given login and password information for 
submitting your ENGLISH 257/363 essays to turnitin.com. 
 
Submitting your portfolio: 
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During the last week of class, you will submit a hardcopy portfolio of your workshop 
activities to your tutor. Your portfolio should be assembled with a coversheet or folder. 
All writing submitted in your portfolio should be in the standard format described above 
or in another appropriate format for the kind of writing the piece is. 
 
What is Plagiarism? 
The University of Auckland does not tolerate cheating or plagiarism or assisting others to 
cheat or plagiarise written work submitted as part of coursework. Instructors at the 
University view plagiarism and cheating in coursework as a serious academic offence. 
 
Academic research and writing are fundamentally collaborative, and it is expected that 
students and scholars will acknowledge the research, creativity, and published writing of 
others on whom they are relying to compose their own academic or creative writing. This 
applies to all forms of academic writing and publication, whether print, oral delivery, on-
line or digital format. Researchers in different disciplines have developed clear, agreed 
upon ways to reference, cite or acknowledge the published research of others, whether 
you are relying on or agreeing or disagreeing with the ideas or words of another. 
 
The work you submit for grading, which you may have discussed with others inside and 
outside the course and received feedback on, must be your own written work, reflecting 
your ideas and learning as well as incorporating informed readers’ comments or ideas. It 
is also important to distinguish plagiarism from copyright infringement. Plagiarism is 
using another’s written text and presenting it as your own words and arrangement. 
Copyright infringement is using a published source covered by copyright law, beyond 
academic ‘fair use,’ without the permission of the copyright’s owner. Although a text 
might not be covered by copyright law, reproducing all or part of the text without 
acknowledgement and presenting it as your own written work constitutes plagiarism. 
 
In ENGLISH 257/363, we adopt the following working definition of plagiarism: 
Plagiarism is using the written work of others and presenting it as your own course work 
without explicitly acknowledging or referencing where the written work originally 
appeared and who created it. It is plagiarism not to acknowledge and cite others’ ideas or 
research, paraphrase without acknowledgement, or directly copy from books, articles, 
web-pages, or other students’ work. Whenever you use the published or unpublished 
writing or ideas of other people, those ideas or writings must be properly acknowledged 
and cited. In academic writing, acknowledgement usually takes the form of endnotes or 
in-text parenthetical references to the materials used plus a bibliography or list of works 
cited, using an approved citation style guide. 
 
For further information and advice on how to avoid plagiarism, see: 
www.arts.auckland.ac.nz/students. Go to the ‘Plagiarism and Cheating’ link. 
  
In ENGLISH 257/363, written work submitted for a grade and shown to be plagiarised 
(according to turnitin.com calculations or your tutor’s assessment) will receive a zero 
grade. 
 
Complaint Procedures 
In the first instance, students or the class representative should take any concerns they 
have with their course delivery or assessment to the lecturer or tutor or convenor 
concerned. Students or staff may approach the Mediator’s Office or the Student 
Advocacy Network at any time for assistance. In the event that the matter is not resolved 
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satisfactorily at an informal level, students or the class representative should approach 
the Head of Department with a formal statement of their complaint.  
 
For more detailed information, see the University guidelines regarding Student Learning 
and Grievance procedures at:  
 
http://www.auckland.ac.nz/uoa/home/about/teaching-learning/policies-procedures 
 
AUSA also offers advice on grievance and harassment issues. See the AUSA website’s 
‘Need Help?’ section for further information.  
 
Other sources of information and assistance 
Guides to Library sources for all undergraduate papers in English are available from the 
Learn home page: follow the links from Resources By Subject / Arts / English 
 
Announcements and Resources for this paper are regularly posted on CECIL. The 
University’s policy is that all communication with students is via their university email 
address—please check your university email address regularly. 
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