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EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish 257/363257/363257/363257/363
ARGUMENTATIVEARGUMENTATIVEARGUMENTATIVEARGUMENTATIVE ESSAYESSAYESSAYESSAY
GENERALGENERALGENERALGENERAL INSTRUCTIONSINSTRUCTIONSINSTRUCTIONSINSTRUCTIONS

Write an essay in response to one of the following prompts.
Note that this time the emphasis is on your ability to create
an argument and sustain it by relevant warrants (textual
support of any kind). You are free to use materials and/or
ideas from your previous work (Assignment One or the in-class
Test), as well as other sources. These may be books, films,
photography, music, news, the Internet, or any other text
forms you may consider capable of enriching your argument.
You need to refer to at least ONEONEONEONE of the readings we have
covered in this course. The choice is yours, but make sure
your references are relevant to the point you are trying to
articulate. As per the other work you have done, original,
critical writing which demonstrates creativity and additional
reading is likely to do well.

The word count for this essay is as follows:
English 257 students: 1,000 words
English 363 students: 1,500 words

Do not forget to submit your essay to www.turnitin.com

OptionOptionOptionOption 1111
In his book, Why Hasn’t Everything Already Disappeared?, Jean
Baudrillard says:

“We have talked enough about the murder of
reality in the age of the media, virtual
reality and networks, without inquiring to any
great degree when the real began to exist.”
(Jean Baudrillard, Why Hasn’t Everything
Already Disappeared? London, New York,
Calcutta: Seagull, 2011: 10)

In light of the above statement, write an essay that argues
for a reassessment of our perception of the Real. This is not
meant to be an historical account of when “the real” was
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introduced as a concept, but rather an attempt at
problematizing the very idea of the Real. Slavoj Zizek may
provide a good starting point for this discussion. You can
consider the video we have watched this semester, but also a
variety of his books, notably Welcome to the Desert of the
Real, where he makes the following statement:

“Just as decaffeinated coffee smells and tastes
like real coffee without being real coffee,
Virtual Reality is experienced as reality
without being so. What happens at the end of
this process of virtualization, however, is
that we begin to experience 'real reality'
itself as a virtual entity. For the great
majority of the public, the WTC explosions were
events on the TV screen, and when we watched
the oft-repeated shot of frightened people
running towards the camera ahead of the giant
cloud of dust from the collapsing tower, was
not the framing of the shot itself reminiscent
of spectacular shots in catastrophe movies, a
special effect which outdid all others, since -
as Jeremy Bentham knew - reality is the best
appearance of itself?”
(Slavoj Zizek, Welcome to the Desert of the
Real. London & New York: Verso, 2002: 11)

N.B.:N.B.:N.B.:N.B.: Obviously, what you need to address is not 9/11, but
rather the type of representation it embodies.

OptionOptionOptionOption 2222

Based on the short film The Fly (1981) by the Hungarian
animator Ferenc Rofusz, generate a discussion about the taming
of animals. Your discussion must take into consideration at
least one of the following concepts: ‘nomad,’ ‘war machine,’
‘state apparatus,’ ‘becoming-animal.’ Jean Baudrillard’s essay,
“The Animal: Territory and Metamorphoses,” might also provide
good support.

http://rebels-library.org/files/zizek_welcome.pdf
http://rebels-library.org/files/zizek_welcome.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Blp5HsKVURI
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OptionOptionOptionOption 3333
Read the following fragment from Charles Lamb’s story,
“Dissertation on a Roast Pig.” Write an essay based on it that
problematizes aspects to do with the turning of Being into
food. You may start your argument from Carolyn Korsmeyer’s
observations in her essay, “Delightful, Delicious,
Disgusting,” related to the evolution of food from
questionable matter. Concepts such as “becoming,” “Being,”
“event,” can be used to back up your argument, as well as the
terms “waste,” or “dumpster diving.”
http://www.tastearts.com/dissertation-on-a-roast-pig-by-charles-
lamb/

OptionOptionOptionOption 4444
‘There's an elephant in the room’ is an idiomatic expression
which implies that there is an obvious truth which is being
deliberately ignored. In the movie ‘Exit Through the Gift
Shop’ there is, literally, an elephant in the room (approx. 50
minutes in). What is this ‘elephant’ about and why is it being
ignored?

To answer the above question you may write an essay that
discusses issues surrounding art, truth, the event, the nomad,
commercialism, or mass consumerism, as related to the course.
You don't have to choose all of these terms. Focusing on at
least ONEONEONEONE of them is sufficient for this option.

http://www.tastearts.com/dissertation-on-a-roast-pig-by-charles-lamb/
http://www.tastearts.com/dissertation-on-a-roast-pig-by-charles-lamb/

